MINUTES
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Commission Meeting
FWP Headquarters — 1420 East'® Avenue
Helena, MT

MARCH 12, 2009

Commission Members Present: Dan Vermillion, Vice-Chair; Willie Doll; Ron
Moody; Bob Ream.

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Staff Present: Joe Maurier, Acting Directognd FWP Staff.
Guests: See March 12, 2009 Commission file folder for earnf who signed in.

Topics of Discussion:

1. Call to Order - Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approval of Commission Meeting Minutes of Februay 12, 2009

3. Approval of Commission Expenses through Februgr; 2009

4. Legislative Update

5. Future Fisheries - January, 2009 Funding Cyclekinal

6. Cherry Creek Fishing Access Site Acquisition on th&ladison River — Endorsement
7. Rosebud Battlefield State Park Mineral Rights -Endorsement

8. First People’s Buffalo Jump Lease with DNRC — Ediorsement

9. 2009 Peregrine Falcon Quotas — Final

10. Region 2 - Eliminate 2009 Antlerless Whitetail DeeB License Type 002-10 - Fina
11. Region 6 — HD640 and HD641 Boundary Change —fail

12. Mount Haggin Habitat Restoration Project - Find

13. Keep Cool Hills Cooperative Management Area Rel— Final

14. Livestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation Board Mminations — Final

15. Status of Disposition of Quarantine Facility Bson — Informational

16. Open Microphone — Public Opportunity to AddressAdditional FWP Issues

1. Opening - Pledge of Allegiance.Vice-Chairman Vermillion called the meeting to
order at 8:30 a.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance

2. Approval of February 12, 2009 Commission Meetingylinutes.

Action: Doll moved and Ream seconded the motioapfrove the February 12, 2009
minutes. Motion carried.Moody clarified that his question regarding chegta state
park out of the Missouri-Milk River Confluence pepy actually was a question as to
why the park designation was chosen over that okildlife management area
designation, and whether hunting would be allowedhis new state park since state
parks often do not allow hunting. Commissioner Mpwags assured that hunting would
be allowed in the state parkction: Moody moved and Ream seconded the motion tc
amend the minutes to reflect that Commissioner Mewas assured that hunting would
be allowed in the new state park. Motion carried.
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3. Approval of the February, 2009 Commission ExpermsReport.
Action: Doll moved and Ream seconded the moti@pfwove the February expense report as presented.
Motion carried.

4. Legislative Update. Chris Smith, FWP Deputy Director, briefed the @oission on legislation that
FWP has interest or involvement in.

The budget appropriation bill, HB2, added some fagdback into the budget for FTEs at parks andrigh
access sites.

HB166, to fund increased prosecution services abled.

HB167, a request to appropriate general fund momejlow FWP to take over Travelers Rest State Park

is not expected to pass.

HB430, introduced to establish a fine for stringbagbed wire across navigable streams, was tabled.
HB585, introduced to create nonresident combinaklionting licenses to be used by adult non-resident
family members who wish to return to Montana tothpassed to the Senate.

HB62 requiring mandatory trapper education wasshlnh the Senate.

HB74, to grant the Commission authorization to ldgh archery season on lions, wolves, and bears
passed.

HB190 on bridge access will be heard in the Sematé week. It has a lot of support.

SB183, introduced to revise the wolf policy, passedl of committee and has been referred to Senate
Finance and Claims.

SB217, requiring FWP to refund producers for briesed and disease testing for diseases that may be
transmitted by wildlife, is scheduled for hearirexhweek in Senate Finance and Claims.

SB435, the no net gain in state land bill, is stillSenate Finance and Claims. It is tied in witB14,
which is the bonding bill.

SB185, allowing big game combination licenses famnesident college students, passed the Senate.
SB202, prohibiting the feeding of ungulates andsiowill be heard in the Senate.

SB337, introduced by Senator Brenden to precludeimgdoison to anywhere except Moiese, is set for a
hearing next week.

SB425, regarding funding the Fort Peck Hatcheryl, md heard in the House. Trout Unlimited is again
the bill and is trying to kill it.

SB437, designed to clarify fish pond licensuregfisoncern because of impacts on ground water #ret o
complications it could lead to.

Smith said the final wolf delisting rule is expettaext week. It will take effect 30 days afterttha
Litigation is anticipated.

5. Future Fisheries - January, 2009 Funding CycleFinal. Chris Hunter, FWP Fisheries Division
Administrator, explained that this grant progransweatablished in 1995 to fund projects that wilhamce
wild reproducing fish. Since that time, eight antlalf million dollars have been granted. Thertao
deadlines for project applications each year, ondanuary and one in July. FWP staff reviews the
applications and offers their recommendations &li#h-member governor appointed advisory group. The
advisory group evaluates those projects, then dsbtheir recommendations to the Commission for
approval. FWP received twenty-two applications thycle, of which twenty were recommended, atal tot
cost of $714,887. The comment period for the BActudes after Commission approval, but histoncall
the Department has never received many commentsasshould not be an issue.

Moody asked why decisions are made before the comperiod ends. That gives the public the
impression that their comments are of no importance
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Hunter agreed that that is a valid point, but ndted the applications do receive a great deatuftsy by

the advisory group, whose expertise ranges amegyadiverse group of interests, and by FWP stafie
advisory group meeting is also open to the puldicdomment. The process needs to be done prior to
spring runoff. Hunter said there have indeed ba&isnussions on moving the application date ahead a
month, thereby moving the approval date to Aprdtégad of March, and moving the July cycle ahead a
month as well, but part of the reason it hasn’'tnbéene is because expensive regulation brochuretdwo
need reprinted. Hunter agreed it is appropriatmade the changes, but a decision needs to be amade
which way to go.

Moody said he understood the dimension of the ehglts in changing the process, however at someé poin
this will need to be resolved.

Hunter reported that FWP received comments on s@fethe projects. One comment expressed
opposition to the Skalkaho project, which FWP std$b did not recommend, but the advisory committee
approved it.

Mark Lere, FWP Habitat Restoration Program Officexplained that the reason the $3,500 Skalkaho
project was not recommended by FWP was becausasifeit that it is a property protection projedhea
than a fisheries project. The advisory commitisagreed with FWP, so therefore recommended it.

Action: Ream moved and Doll seconded the moti@pfwove the citizen review panel recommendations
for habitat enhancement projects for the Januar§@funding cycle.

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public commenithere was none.
Moody reiterated that the public comment issue s¢ede resolved.

Hunter suggested that FWP move the deadlines lfog fapplications to December 1 and June 1. This
would allow the advisory committee time to reviele tprojects and for the comment period for the
environmental assessments to close prior to thectMand September Commission meetings. The
Commission could still take action at their Marcide&september meetings so that approved projectd cou
be completed prior to spring runoff or winter. Hemnoted that FWP would still have to maintain dinéy

1 deadline for applications for this year becalse is the date all of the brochures that are ricuétion
have listed. Chairman Vermillion suggested that @ommission could take action on those projeds vi
conference call as soon as the EA comment perigdclesed. The new deadlines of December 1 and June
1 would go into effect for the December 1, 2009ding cycle. FWP will have new brochures printethwi

the new deadlines.

Action on motion: Motion carried.

6. Cherry Creek Fishing Access Site Acquisition orthe Madison River — Endorsement. Chas
VanGenderen, FWP Parks Division Acting Administragaid FWP is considering purchasing a perpetual
easement from DNRC on a 2.25-acre parcel of Steted® Trust Land on the Madison River at the mouth
of Cherry Creek for the purpose of developing hifig access site. The Bureau of Land Management ha
agreed to enter into a joint management agreerneadiministration, management, and maintenandeeof t
site. This site has accommodated unmanaged pus®@id¢an years resulting in degradation of resoudues

to vehicle use, rock fire rings, and a pioneeredthamp. Campers seeking to avoid fees at BLM
designated campgrounds frequently use this sitquiiition of a perpetual easement by FWP, with dual
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management, maintenance, and enforcement by FWHENG would provide an enjoyable recreation
site. FWP received a PPL grant in the amount df,&85. Following Commission endorsement to
proceed, FWP will begin the Environmental Assesgnpeocess, in which the public will be provided a
30-day period.

Action: Ream moved and Moody seconded the matianthorize the Department to pursue a perpetual
easement with DNRC.

Doll asked if DNRC would consider selling the pard&anGenderen said that he was unsure, and heladde
that there also may be land trade options.

Director Maurier noted that DNRC can't simply skhd, they have to go through a disposal process in
which anybody can bid. This perpetual easemesdgsentially the same thing as ownership.

Vermillion stated that this portion of riverfrona$ created a lot of contention along the Madison.
Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public comment.

Robin Cunningham, Fishing Outfitters AssociatiorMwntana, encouraged the Commission to approve the
acquisition. They recognize that BLM has been gouhnat they can. It provides outfitters one mdexe
to pull off and will spread out the traffic.

Steve Summerhill asked the Commission to approe@dgjuisition. It spreads out the traffic on tivem
Action on Motion: Motion carried.

7. Rosebud Battlefield State Park Mineral Rights -Endorsement. Chas VanGenderen, FWP Parks
Division Acting Administrator, explained that whafWP purchased the surface rights of Rosebud
Battlefield State Park in 1978, there were no futedpurchase the mineral rights. This Nationadtétic
Landmark is now threatened by coalbed methane dpweint. The coalbed methane rights are currently
leased, but the lease will run out in late sumntgistoric landmarks are not protected any more tuan
other lands.

The Department is working with the Conservation dsuhe mineral rights owners, the gas company and
other state agencies. All parties have shown amdst in resolving this issue without drilling, e to

the lack of hard data and differing opinions ath®value of the resource, this challenge willlb@easy to
resolve. The primary private mineral owner and gampany have expressed willingness to negoti&e th
sale or trade of mineral interests.

Action: Moody moved and Ream seconded the matianthorize the Department to pursue negotiation
and resolution of the mineral rights issues at RoskBattlefield State Park.

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public commerithere was none.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.
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8. First People’s Buffalo Jump Lease with DNRC — Endasement. Chas VanGenderen, FWP Parks
Division Acting Administrator, said two members thie local state park friends group leased 920 acres
adjacent to First Peoples Buffalo Jump State Pank DNRC to expand and protect the viewshed around
the park. Their desire is for FWP to take overldase. FWP would like to help the group by takiwvgr

the lease for one year at a cost of $4,000, whdékisg a more permanent resolution, such as alpessi
land trade with DNRC.

Action: Moody moved and Ream seconded the motairtith department pay the lease for one year and
evaluate alternatives for acquisition of the 920escof DNRC lands to expand First Peoples Statd.Par

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public commefithere was none.
Action on Motion: Motion carried.

9. 2009 Peregrine Falcon Quotas — Final. Jeff Herbert, FWP Wildlife Division Assistant
Administrator, stated that the previous commissiathorized the first taking of nestlings since 18§0s.
Existing regulations allow the take of three bird&. permit drawing process was conducted, and ef th
three successful permittees, only two were sucgkeissfaking falcons.

The tentative proposal to increase the quota frioreet to five was approved by the Commission at the
January, 2009 meeting. FWP is obligated to superggrines every three years until 2015, and ved u
the three-year survey under the delisting criters|aa benchmark.  The thirty-day comment period
generated thirty-three comments, with those in spijom speaking against both falconry and the tkih
wild birds for sport.

Action: Doll moved and Moody seconded the mot@madithorize the limited take of up to five nestling
peregrine falcons for falconry purposes in 2009.

Moody stated that the dissenting comments raispdir@ that needs to be discussed and clarifiede Th
decision to take wildlife is an exception to wifdlimanagement. Other species cannot be captuckd an
kept.

Herbert said it goes back to the history and trawliof falconry when falcons were used for huntinhe
capture and training of wild birds is a unique a&iton that is approached differently. The falcams
housed and taken care of, and if they escape typ&ally can survive.

Vermillion said removing the birds off the endaregkespecies list is largely due to falconers. Heedd
that there is also a limitation on selling thegelsi

Herbert stated the birds can only be transferrditensed falconers.
Ream asked if the two successful applicants franhylear can apply again this year.

Herbert said there are no constraints, but if theye successful last year they likely will not gppl
second year.

Ream said he is concerned with hybridization, askked if there should be a waiting period between
successful drawings of applicants.
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Herbert said since this is only one year into tteeess, we don’t want to over-regulate it.
Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public comment.

Ralph Rogers, falconer from Winifred, said he hasrbinvolved in this issue for forty years, and tvas
one of the most considered decisions. A recotesyn coordinates releases and surveys. Thereoare n
worries about taking five. The take of falcon$a is undetectable as we don’t know where theyalire
located. You will not find fifteen nests a yedalconry started before gun powder. It is trugpart.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.

10. Region 2 - Eliminate 2009 Antlerless WhitetaiDeer B License Type 002-10 - Final.Quentin
Kujala, FWP Wildlife Division Management Bureau €histated that the whitetail deer numbers have
been seriously trending down.This proposal is an emergency measure of signifiéaological
importance.By removing this license type, it will allow the m#enance of the general license in R2.
Over ninety comments were received, with a faidgresplit of opinion.

Action: Doll moved and Ream seconded the moticadtpt the ihal 2009 Region 2limination of the
2009 Antlerless Whitetail Deer B License Type 0024 proposed by the Departmentotin carried.

11. Region 6 — HD640 and HD641 Boundary Change — Final. Quentin Kujala, FWP Wildlife
Division Management Bureau Chief, stated that bagsgh a public petition in 2004, the deer season in
HD640 was reduced to a 3-week buck, 5-week an$ierlgeason to increase mature-buck ratios by
decreasing hunting pressure during the deer ruhe 3Jhortened season in HD640 displaced hunting
pressure to neighboring HD641. In an effort to Mmothe shortened season, HD640 boundary adjustments
were adopted during the 2008-2009 FWP biennialoseastting process that reduced the size of HD640.
As a result, some 80,000 acres were closed torfgunffwo meetings were held with the landowners and
FWP to discuss the situation and re-adjust the thagynof HD640. Landowners voiced strong support
for readjusting the boundary between HDs 640 antl &4d continuing the 3-week buck season/5-
week antlerless season for deer in HD 640 in 2008e portion of deer/elk HD 641 north of Route
258 would be incorporated into HD 640. The Comiarsadopted this adjustment as a tentative at the
February 2009 Commission meeting.

Action: Doll moved and Ream seconded the motioadopt as Final the 2009 adjustment to the
boundary between deer HDs 640 and 641 as desciiyethe Department at the March 12, 2009
Commission meeting.

Moody asked if this motion will resolve the argurhen

Pat Gunderson, FWP Region 6 Supervisor, said itbgilan ongoing conflict. The region will contintge
work with the people to come up with a solution.

Kujalas stated that the biennial season structae been set, and this action is a refinement df tha
structure. Annual adjustments and numbers of §esrtio be issued are decided in the off-years.

Vermillion and Kujala clarified that the Departmestill has authority to make emergency adjustmémts
general seasons for acute needs.
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Doll said he attended the meetings in the Regibnere were over seventy people in attendance. elie f
that nearly eighty percent of the landowners armmtspen from the area supported the adjustmenasgt
a positive meeting.

Moody recommended charging the citizens advisomnci with undertaking this matter as an ongoing
discussion to gain a consensus on managing déeatiarea.

Kujala said the Region has worked very hard tohiemconsensus, and it has been their custom to keep
discussions in front of the public; and they widhtinue to do so.

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public commefithere was none.
Action on Motion: Motion carried.

12. Mount Haggin Habitat Restoration Project — Find Ken McDonald, FWP Wildlife Division
Administrator, explained that this is a projectahling timber removal across the winter range oa th
WMA to improve the health of the desired shrub &mést communities. The proceeds generated from
merchantable timber will be applied to the costghefother aspects of this project. Surplus monéybe
deposited into the Real Property Trust. A licenkedster will assist the area biologist in overagethis
project. Douglas fir smaller than 6 inches innaier will be hand-removed from 100 acres of Hittesh
stands. Douglas fir and lodgepole pine will be hagscally removed from 150 acres of select aspamdst
and from a 100-foot buffer surrounding those standsdgepole pine that is heavily infested with the
mountain pine beetle will be removed from 655 acpésmixed Douglas fir-lodgepole pine forests.
Douglas fir and interspersed aspen and alder staifidse retained. Because the timber will be nedek,
the commission needs to take action on the prop@&aven supportive comments were generated frem th
public comment period. It would be a good neighditort as well.

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public commefithere was none.

Action: Doll moved and Moody seconded the motiorecommend final approval for the Mount Haggin
Habitat Restoration Project as described in the iEgnmental Assessment Decision Notice. Motion
carried.

13. Keep Cool Hills Cooperative Management Area Rel— Final. Paul Sihler, FWP Field Services
Division Administrator, explained that the Commassiapproved this biennial rule renewal as a terdat

the February 2009 meeting. The rule was establishdéebruary of 2007 to enter into a cooperative
management agreement with the Sieben Ranch, thereNaonservancy, and DNRC to manage
recreational use and enforce regulations on 154@0€s of land northeast of Lincoln. The landowred
considered closing the land to public access dumtaerns of unmanaged use to include camping, fire
weeds, and new roads being pioneered. Five comsmere generated by the comment period — all in
support.

Action: Ream moved and Moody seconded the matiapprove the finaKeep Cool Hills Hunting
Access and Recreation Management Area Biennial. Rule

Vice-Chairman Vermillion asked for public comment.
Rod Bullis said he supports this rule.

Action on Motion: Motion carried.
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14. Livestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation Board Mminations — Final. HB364, passed during the
2007 Montana Legislature, directed that a 7-menibentana Livestock Loss Reduction and Mitigation
Board, appointed by the Governor, be establishedviersee a program that would provide cost-share
grants to livestock producers for the purpose dlicing the risk of losses of livestock to wolf paédn,

and to reimburse producers at fair-market valuelif@stock lost to wolves. The Governor selecteé¢hr
names from those recommended by the FWP Commigsigg from those recommended by the Montana
Board of Livestock, and selects one member at-largeB364 requires that Board members be
knowledgeable or experienced in at least one offtflewing: the raising of livestock in Montana,
livestock marketing/sales, wolf-livestock interacts, wildlife conservation, administration, and
fundraising.

Ken McDonald, FWP Wildlife Division Administratoexplained that the Department once again solicited
nominations of interested persons to serve on tiegd Sixteen nominations were received, two ativh
are incumbents. The nominations were reviewed awdrsnominees are recommended for Commission
approval for submittal to the Governor for his ddesation. (The Governor asked that multiple nabmes
submitted to his office). Those nominees are Qnoss, Barb Cestero, Brad Radtke, Denley Loge, Lyle
Konkol, Alfred Weisbecker, and Michael Leahy.

Action: Ream moved and Moody seconded the mdtairttie FWP Commission recommend, in order of
priority: Jim Cross, Barb Cestero, Brad Radtke, [BgnLoge, Lyle Konkol, Alfred Weisbecker, and
Michael Leahy for nomination to the Montana Live&td_oss Reduction and Mitigation Board for

consideration by the Governor.

Vermillion inquired as to why Mike Leahy was listksbt.

McDonald replied that Mr. Leahy is with Defendefs\idildlife, the organization that is spearheadihg t
litigation challenge against delisting wolves. S Bioard will be working collaboratively with thevdéistock
industry, so there is indeed value in having himtloe Board, but on the other hand there is the exonc
over the litigation. FWP recommends nominating Humst not as the first choice.

Vermillion stated that Defenders of Wildlife hasesp nearly a million dollars reimbursing ranchens i
Montana for livestock losses over the last tengear

McDonald said he was unsure of the amount they patdbut he noted that Defenders of Wildlife also
contributed to the reimbursement fund that wasipdiy the legislature.

Vermillion said he understands the potential cohfbf interest that FWP is concerned about, but if
Defenders has been providing funds to ranchermepensate them for wolf depredation, he is unclear
why the Department questions their ability to waiikh the landowners in a collaborative way.

McDonald reiterated that it is the litigation theauses the main concern. It is the Commission’s
prerogative to switch the order of priority if thelgoose, with the Governor making the final deaisio

Vermillion suggested that the recommendations netpbioritized, and leave the discretion to the
Governor’s office.

Vermillion asked Ream if he would accept an amendrteehis motion to remove the wording “in order of
priority” and leave it as “recommend ...”
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Ream said he has problems with the Defenders dflféilorganization. When he was on the Northern
Rocky Mountain Wolf Recovery Team in 1974, Defersderas heavily involved in developing the Wolf
Recovery Plan, and now they have turned 180 degaedsare suing the State. He agreed that their
compensation program has been very successfukaidéhe would accept the amendment.

Moody suggested a motion be made to recommendwbencumbents for reappointment, and further
recommend that all other candidates be advancedjaal footing. Vermillion agreed.

George Edwards, Livestock Loss Mitigation Coordimabf the Department of Livestock, said he
appreciates the recommendation of the two incunsbdrtey have been balanced in their approach, and
they have been very helpful to him.

Commissioner Ream withdrew his motion.

Action: Moody moved and Vermillion seconded theianoto recommend to the Governor’'s Office the
reappointment of the two incumbent members of dmndttee, and that the remaining candidates be
recommended on equal footing. Motion carried.

15. Status of Disposition of Quarantine Facility Bson — Informational. Ken McDonald, FWP Wildlife
Division Administrator, said the Interagency Bisbtanagement Plan that was completed in early 2000
stipulated that other opportunities be exploredutiize bison that came out of the Park when the
population was over objective. Presently, the prynway bison are dealt with is to hunt them ordsen
them to slaughter. One recommendation was to dp\welquarantine process where there would be a high
assurance of brucellosis free bison for use in@wasion efforts, so the quarantine feasibilitydstwas set

up to test the methodology. Starting in 2005, ARHIWP, and YNP, gathered one hundred calf bisan th
were outside of the Park that would have othenbisen sent to slaughter. Those bison were given an
initial screening test for brucellosis. Any bistesting positive was immediately removed from the
feasibility study — there were four that testedifpess The remaining bison were given an intendiagtery

of tests for Brucellosis, and those cows not cull@ticontinue to be tested through two pregnangsies

to ensure there is no latent infection.

As part of the study plan, when the calves reaalied months of age, half of them were culled and
slaughtered and given tissue testing, leavinga t§t45 bison, of which eight were bulls. The Iisgere
bred, and a portion of the cows had calves. Timg the cows were bred again. There is a tdtdllo
bison that now need homes so the second repetiiomegin.

The EA for the quarantine feasibility study incldda process for disposition of these animals thath
continued to test negative for brucellosis. Thaicpss called for issuing a request for proposalives,
agencies, and other entities that are interestdsson conservation. The requirements stipulade tine
bison be maintained in a closed herd where theyatré¢o be in contact with other bison or cowsffee
years, that they remain as wildlife and not livektcand that they are subjected to continued tgdin
APHIS for those five years. So this past falleguest for pre-proposals was issued with five nesps
received. All of the responses were legitimate,astull request for proposal was issued, with three
responses received. One was from the Northern ah@p Tribe on the Wind River Reservation in
Wyoming, one was from the Fort Peck Tribe, andwase from the tribe at Fort Belknap. Fort Peck want
the bison that would come out next year, so onrahwere actually only two proposals to considées th
year. The recipients pay the bills, and must enthug facilities are adequate.
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An Interagency Bison Committee, which consists WH; DOL, APHIS, USFS, BLM, NPS, and the Inter-
Tribal Bison Cooperative, met, and after carefuligsderation, recommended that this first groupathe
Northern Arapahoe Tribe. If these bison are nat@d, the alternative would be that they would hawgo

to slaughter to make room for the next round offdasibility study. The EA comment period closeis t
week. The desire is to move the bison to the VIRner Reservation in early April, as April is thatdst
they can be moved without risking the pregnant cowkhe added benefit of the Wind River proposal is
that it was jointly submitted by the Northern Arapa Tribe and the Inter-tribal Bison Cooperativ@jcla

is a cooperative of about 40 tribes all interestebison conservation and the cultural values sbbi The
Inter-tribal Bison Cooperative will provide addiial support.

APHIS said these bison will be treated as experiede@mimals, so if in the five-year period any pap to
test positive, that would not count against theée&erucellosis status. The Wyoming Game and &igh
the Wyoming State Veterinarian’s office have beedenaware, and they have not raised any majorsssue

There will be 30-40 more bison next year that wilthrough a similar process. In fact, over thet feur
years there will be 40-50 head per year that veilcdha home.

Doll asked if APHIS will monitor them closely. Helknap has a herd of bison, and there is noheefén
the whole area that is standing, which is a mapoicern.

McDonald replied that one of the biggest reasonsébecting the Wind River tribe for this first mudiis
because their facilities and infrastructure aredyet go, whereas Fort Belknap’s is not. Also,tFor
Belknap’s proposal was more to serve as a distabdacility, which was the cause of much concefime
ultimate goal is to utilize these park bison thawld otherwise go to slaughter, for conservatidoréd.
These bison are genetically pure.

Doll asked if they have to stay at Wind River fomanimum of five years. McDonald replied yes, with
continuous testing. Doll said folks in his area apprehensive because the American Prairie Faondat
has been getting their stock from Wind Cave Nafi®zak, so they question whether the Foundatiorhinig
bring the bison into Phillips County. McDonald ¢dhat if they were returned to Montana, they would
have to go through all of the Department of Live&tanport requirements, as well as approval by FWP.
The bison are to be contained where they are ¥er years. The Northern Arapahoe Tribe would like to
build the herd up to 300 animals, and after thay thotentially would make them available for hugtor
other conservation purposes.

Moody said the American Prairie Association has beel from Wind Cave National Park and have said
categorically that they will not accept bison frafellowstone.

McDonald said the Wind Cave bison originated fromlldWwstone National Park. He added that Senator
Brenden introduced a bill that would prohibit trexesiting any of these quarantined bison anywhere in
Montana other that the Moiese Bison Refuge. Theas opposition to the bill when it was heard in the
Senate Ag Committee, particularly by tribal intéses

16. Open Microphone — Public Opportunity to Addres Additional FWP Issues.

Tony Jones, Ravalli Fish and Wildlife AssociatioRFWA), referenced a letter he had sent to the
Commissioners that outlined an emergency struahasge for Region 2 mountain lions that was agreed
upon by the RFWA and the Bitterroot Houndsmen. yTivant the structure change because the whitetalil
deer and mule deer numbers are on the decline, A&pof the districts in the Bitterroot are we#low
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objective for elk. As of today there are thirtesgpecial license issued for the five hunting dissrio the
valley, and only six lions have been killed. Theg aating something, and there isn’t spare ganieeid
them. He asked the Commission to look at his reigioe a quota permit structure change. The idda i
have a quota of twenty with five to seven pernswied. Both would be open on December 1, and when
the quota was reached, that portion of the seaswidwe closed, but the permit hunters could btilht.

The objective is to create an increase in lion @éstrwithout the race. They feel it is an emergency
situation since only half of the permits have biéed.

Kujala said that no, FWP does not see it as anggney at this point in time, and staff has no other
recommendations. He said there is a process ie glawgsistent with the biennial deer and elk stmegtand
the structure for 2009 is set to only adjust nuraléthin the structure. The process for the 200@imiein
lion season is for the Commission to receive tergaguota proposals in April. General license gsot
have a history of filling. The number of speciakhses issued does not necessarily equal the muwhbe
lions taken. The quota recommendations will conedoe the Commission using contemporary
information in April. The balance of the lion seaswill be monitored closely. Perhaps only halftioé
permits have been filled because permittees feelisio to use them to just go out and kill a cae stated
that it needs to be a Montana mountain lion disonssnd not just a Region 2 discussion.

Vermillion asked if within the season structureplace now, is it possible to increase the number of
permits to address harvest concerns and have a thaitis associated with the number of permits.

Kujala said that is not in place now, but it is ®thing Regions 1 and 2 may look into.

Rod Bullis — gave his opinion of lion hunting indten 2. He said to honor the two-year season tstreic
He sees no emergency.

Steve Wilson, Ravalli County, manager of the Tripld.and & Cattle Company said his neighbors to the
north have documented five lions on their propedyd the neighbors to the south have trail have
documented three lions. They feel there is an doce of lions. The numbers show that more li@ws c
be harvested. They feel it is an emergency in HD@$ they have seen their whitetail populations go
down, and they have lost elk too. When he knewetiaas a shortfall in the flying budget, he keptuaate
counts on what was happening on their place antdh@meighbors places, and reported his findingbéo
region. It is becoming common for the elk to moxent the dry land to the river bottom. Something is
displacing the elk. Harvest is below objective.

Kujala said there needs to be a focus on presctdded There is a predator situation that is diffé than
it was ten years ago. The mountain lion researofegt is in its final stages, but is not a finabguct yet.
There are many conversations and debates ahead.

Moody said it would be useful to have an objecttandard in place that designates what an emergency

It was decided to hold a work session the afterrmfofpril 15 prior to the April Commission meeting
discuss mountain lions.

Ream asked if it would behoove the Commission fionafwith Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazarttha
Montana wants to delist the wolf.
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Vermillion stated it should be easy to do a resotustating that FWP wants to manage wolves carsist
with the management plan. Smith said a resolutiag require a public comment period.

McDonald agreed it would be good to have it on réam once the Federal Register is published itldvou
already be part of the entire package.

Bob Lane, FWP Legal Counsel, stated that it wowdabgood idea to send the confirmation letter to
Secretary of the Interior Salazar before the recdodes and the Federal Register is published. A
resolution would sound like the Department is mgkardecision on a position that is new, so a |ettaild

be the best option. Public comment is not needed ass been made widely known that FWP has
maintained a long-standing position on delistifidne letter should express affirmation of the positneld

all along.

Action: Ream moved and Moody seconded the motiatiréat Director Maurier to write a letter to

Secretary of the Interior Salazar affirming that Mana FWP supports the decision to delist the aotf
would manage them consistent with the managemeantiplplace.

Action: Doll moved and Moody seconded the mdbcedjourn the meeting. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.

Dan Vermillion, Vice-Chairman Joe Maurier, Acting Director



